2023 HIGHLIGHTS'




Welcome! We Believe In

TEACHING people how to care for Torch Lake

With your help, we are reaching out to Teach, Conserve,

and Connect. We've developed simple, easy to use materials,
accessible at the TRUE BLUE Gallery and online.

 Tips for a lake-friendly lifestyle to Keep Torch Clean!
e Information on easy lawn-care habits to Keep Torch Clear!
* Do-it-yourself landscaping projects to Keep Torch Blue!

CONSERVING natural beauty, fish and wildlife
We offer information on:

« |dentifying and planting native species

e Getting rid of invasive species

* Providing individual consultation to discuss steps
you can take to conserve your property

CONNECTING people, land and water

We created the TRUE BLUE Gallery as a center for all things
Torch Lake. We're excited to be in a new, larger location for
our 8th summer in Alden.

e Educational displays and materials about the watershed

* A variety of works by local artists

 Lake gifts for family and friends

* Friendly, knowledgeable docents to answer your questions

<< Cover and back cover photo courtesy of Dan Crites

Envisioning the Future

We’re growing and supporting a well-informed community
of landowners, businesses, and visitors working together to
ensure safe drinking water, healthy local food and fish to eat,
and clean water for swimming and boating in Torch Lake.

As our knowledge of this amazing
place deepens, so does our commitment
to Keep Torch Lake BLUE...Forever!

conservetorch.org
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Our Impact
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- More Than 20,000 Individuals Served
. Over 15,000 Website & Facebook/Instagram Impressions
. 3,500 Gallery Visitors

816 TRUE BLUE News Subscribers

Serving Our Community

TRUE BLUE Mission

Our mission is to serve our community by promoting
stewardship in the Torch Lake Watershed. We love chatting
with you, answering your questions and listening to your
concerns about the future of this beautiful place. We enjoy
creating new ways to meet your needs.

TRUE BLUE Gallery

The “One-stop Shop” for all things Torch Lake.

Stop in and pick up free materials to keep toxins out of our
water. Recipe cards for lake-friendly cleaning and gardening
make it easy to Care for Torch!

TRUE BLUE News

Sent to your Inbox every month with a simple tip for lake-
friendly living. We explain the science behind the tip and
provide a few steps you can take to Keep Torch Lake BLUE!
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CONSERVETORCH.ORG is your online resource for information
about Torch Lake. It’s packed with information about ways to
conserve the land, water and natural resources in the Torch
Lake Watershed. Our Facebook page features beautiful photos
and connects you to key pages on our website.

conservetorch.org
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Strengthening Local Partnerships
We engaged 20 more Community Partners in 2023 for a total of 54!

Collaboration is the key to a strong community. We’re proud to partner with local
businesses, landowners (both on and off the lake) and nonprofit organizations to
Care for Torch!

MSU Master Gardeners:

Master Gardeners contributed countless hours to our Gallery Gardens.

Butterfly Garden- Karen Swanson tended the plants donated by Barker Creek
Nursery.

Pollinator Garden- Lyn Petty installed plants donated by Birdsfoot Native Nursery.

Monarch Garden- Louise Austin began replacing non-native perennials with native
plants and creating a way station for migrating monarch butterflies.

Torch Lake Protection Alliance:
Two TCC volunteers serve on the project team for the Torch Lake Comprehensive
Monitoring and Evaluation Project being conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey.

Lawn Care Campaign:
Distributed “Don’t Fertilize” signs to 100 landowners in the Torch Lake Watershed.

Shoreline Stewardship Campaign:
Developed and distributed 4,500 postcards promoting shoreline stewardship
practices.

Elk River Chain of Lakes Watershed Protection Plan Implementation Team WPIT:
We meet regularly with 19 other nonprofits and government reps to implement
the plan.



Working with Our Partners

Christine Crissman, The Watershed Center

The Watershed Center has existed for
30 years, working for the protection
and restoration of the Grand Traverse
Bay watershed. Its jobs include water
quality monitoring, restoration projects,
and policy work with local units of
government. Since the Elk River Chain
of Lakes is the largest contributor of
water to Grand Traverse Bay, they are a
prominent consideration for the Center.

A native Michigander, Christine Crissman
has worked at The Watershed Center
since the start of the TCC, making an

early connection through our founder.
She has provided resources and engaged
with TCC on various levels as TCC has
developed. In return, the informational
materials developed by TCC are helpful
resources for The Watershed Center.

Christine emphasized that collaboration
among different groups protecting the
Chain of Lakes watershed is important
because the 14 interconnected lakes
involved are so unique and diverse. Every
group engaged provides distinct value to
accomplish more.

Christine Crissman

conservetorch.org
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Community Partners

We’d like to thank the
following community
partners who help us
all “Care for Torch.”

Allegra Printing

Anderson Aerial
Photography

Antrim Conservation
District

Bailey Designs

Barker Creek Nursery

Bellaire Chamber of
Commerce

Blue Ribbon Events

Blue Star Landscape
Supply

Brownwood Acres Foods

Butch’s Tackle and Marine

Cayer Gardens

Central Lake Chamber of
Commerce

Cherry Lake Publishing

Mr. Glen Chown

Claige Properties

Copy Queen

Creative Characters

Downtown Alden Business
Association

Elk Rapids Chamber of
Commerce

Elk Rapids Garden Club

Fisher Insurance Agency

Grass River Natural Area

Gurr Farm

Helena Township Historical
Society

Horizon Books

Inacomp Computer Center

Juniper Garden Club

King Orchards

Land Information Access
Association

Mezinets Design

Michigan Maps Online

Muffin Tin

Naturescape Nursery

Northwest Michigan Health
Department

Old Mission Investment
Company

Paddle Antrim

Paradise Properties

Pine Hill Nursery

Pro Image Design, Inc.

Proof Positive Design

Rocky Top Farms

Rodger’s Grass-fed Beef

Rosetta Hardscapes/Aster
Brands

Short’s Brewing Company

Sleepytime Press

Tailgate Joinery

The Pear Tree

The Watershed Center

Three Lakes Association

Torch Lake Protection
Alliance

Village Market

WaterFire Vinyards

Whistling Frog Tile
Company

Widow’s Peak Design

THANK YOU!

Gallery Artists

Thank you to our
gallery artists who
share their unique
visions of Torch Lake.

Lewis Adams
Shawn Allen
Kathy Amerman
Suzanne Andrecht
KC Babb

Ruth Bloomer
Carol Buteau
Marilyn CiszewsKki
Paula Cordes
Patty Clark

Tom Clark

Dani Knoph Davis
llona Davidov
Bonnie Drick
Christie Dreese
Jane Falion
Rosemarie Franco-Bell
Monica Gasper
Scott Gelander
Tori Gosnell

Mary Guntzviller
Samantha Hall
Mary Haley

Camille Hamilton-Oliver
Lisa Hebb

Heather Higham

Susan Howard

Sharon Hubbard
Theresa Hubbard

Julie Hurd

Courtney Kent

Jeff Krino

Lisa Lirones

Ralph Mallory

Theresa McGill

Stacy McKellip

Wendy McWhorter
Debbie Northrup

Robin Rich

Denise Smychynsky
Beth & James Manning
Eli Swartzendruber
Malayna Swartzendruber
Melissa Swartzendruber
Jane Theobald

Karen Tomlinson

Cathy VanLeit

Barb Van Pelt

Sherry Westenbroek
Bev Wehr

Jenn Wright



Community Partner Profile

Our vision is to support a well-informed community
of local businesses, landowners and visitors who
actively care for Torch Lake.

Whistling Frog - Rick Pruckler and Tonya Lutz

It was a lucky turn on the highway in 2018 that brought Rick
Pruckler and Tonya Lutz to Alden and the opening of Whistling
Frog Tile there. Both have been creating and teaching ceramics
for many years.

Whistling Frog’s unique tiles celebrate the natural world. The
artists have long contributed a part of their sales to environmental
causes, so when they were approached to design a piece for TCC
to support its work, they happily agreed. A special Torch Lake

tile and ornament, along with other designs, are available in the
Gallery, where sales benefit the TCC.

Tonya and Rick understand that since Torch has no governmental
infrastructure to care for the lake, the community needs to do it.

Raising people’s educational level as TCC does is very important.
Tonya says that seeing the TCC logo in the community is a gentle
reminder of our responsibility as stewards.

conservetorch.org
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Meet Our Teams

Thanks to our teams of dedicated volunteers and committed
community partners, our small organization has a Big Impact!

Leadership Team
Paul Beaupre Rob Nissly
Peg Comfort Linda Oxford

Admin Team
Kathy Amerman
Anissa Bittner

Sallie Foley Keith Ross Rob Nissly
Barb Lockrey
Trish Narwold

Em Syrewicze Theresa Schurman

Gallery Team
Connie Brigham
Albert Cash

Peg Comfort
Tom Comfort
Chris Coulter
Hannah Coulter
Julie Coulter
Beth Dole
Howard Dole
Sallie Foley
Linda Fox

Pro Image Design
Mike Lambert
Karen Leader
Barb Lockrey
Trish Narwold
Rob Nissly

Linda Oxford

Lyn Petty

Debbie Ross
Keith Ross
Emilee Syrewicze
Karen Swanson

Creative Team
Marie Beaupre
Jack Bodis,
Creative Characters
Christa Brennen
Eric Campbell,
Proof Positive Design
Peg Comfort
Maryl Kohl
Barb Lockrey
Liubov Matviyevskyy,
Mezinets Design
Trish Narwold
Diane Verploegh

THANK YOU!



Volunteers of the Year

Our volunteers continue to amaze us with their
willingness to lend a hand, their enthusiasm for our
stewardship program, and their commitment to

caring for Torch Lake.

Connie Brigham
2023 Volunteer of the Year

A familiar figure around
Alden, Connie Brigham has
lived near Torch Lake since
1974, the year she started
teaching in the area. Her
participation as a volunteer
in the Torch Conservation
Center Gallery came about
due to her admiration and
respect for the people who
began the organization. She
also likes being around the
art that supports the positive
mission of the TCC.

Working at the Gallery,
Connie learned how small,
easy steps can truly make

a difference in preserving
the Torch Lake area. Being

in the Center is educational,
making docents and visitors
alike more conscientious and
better stewards of the lake.

Since she still works in the
school district, Connie is able
to pass on information about
the lake area to a younger
generation. On a personal
level, Connie cares for Torch
and its watershed directly by
keeping her own acreage in
a natural state, following the
guidelines from the TCC.

TRUE BLUE
Gallery

conservetorch.org
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Gallery Sponsors Make a Difference

Trish Narwold’s family has been in the Torch Lake area
for almost 90 years. She and her husband Andrew
have supported the TCC since its inception, when Trish
became a founder and an original board member.

As a marine scientist, Trish’s knowledge alone has been a
huge benefit to the Center. She has also served as the Gallery
Manager and docent, along with developing the website and
writing the informative True Blue monthly newsletter. Andrew
has been a consistent support for Trish as she devotes the
many hours to the TCC. He’s also the go-to man for Gallery
building projects.

The Narwolds’ support of the TCC comes from their love for
the lake. They recognize how important long-term monitoring
of the ecological health of the area is. They believe that
knowing how residents and visitors alike impact Torch Lake,
as well as disseminating information to as many people as
possible, is key to caring for it.

Trish and Andrew Narwold



2023 INCOME 2023 EXPENSES
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TOTAL: $120,983 TOTAL: $111,626

38 Volunteers contributed Goods and Services worth $119,549
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Our Generous Supporters:

GALLERY
SPONSORS

Thomas and Margaret
Comfort

Howard and Elizabeth Dole

Dole Family Foundation -
Elizabeth Dole Grant

William and Glynis Fenn

Paradise Properties

Keith Ross and Louise Doud

The Bruce and Nancy
Brown Family Charitable
Foundation

Wendy Wagner

VOLUNTEERS

Kathy Amerman
John Amerman
Kevin Arietta
Louise Austin
Kathleen Babb
Paul Beaupre
Connie Brigham
Nancy Brown

Peg Comfort
Thomas Comfort
Julie Coulter
Chris Coulter
Sallie Foley

Beth Dole

Mary Haley
Marlene Hulteen
Bob Logee

Barb Lockrey
Laura McArtor
Bud Mixon

Trish Narwold
Rob Nissly

Linda Oxford
Lyn Petty

Ann Roessner
Keith Ross
Theresa Schurman
Duo Shen

Karen Swanson
Kim Sylvester
Emilee Syrewicze
Diane Verploegh
Ron Wilkie
Susan Wilkie

DONATIONS

John Vogel and Kathy
Amerman

Brigitte Anderson

Randy and Margaret Asmus

Jim and Louise Austin

Kathleen Babb

Stephen and Lisa Bain

Dr. and Mrs. Edward
Bartley IlI

William and Marti Beals

Paul and April Beaupre

William Beaupre

Henry and Mary Berger

Gary and Sally Betz

William and Laurie Blessed

Jerry and Drieka Bloom*

Richard and Judith Blum

Debbie Bosma

Connie Brigham

Edward and Kathleen
Brown

Gary and Linnea Brunk

Robert and Linda Bryson

Edward and Dana Bucknam

Laura Busen

Butch’s Tackle and Marine

Peter Byron
Albert Cash

Richard and Kristin Claar, Jr.

Ernest Todd Collins
Diane Comfort
Thomas and Margaret
Comfort
Community Foundation
Rotary Endowment
Jill Connell
William and Paula Cordes
Laura Cosenza
Christopher and
Julie Coulter
Sheila Crowley
Peter Daily
Robert and Jamie Davidson
Chris and Teresa Davis
Marjorie Decapite
Rodger Dewey
Dole Family Foundation -
Elizabeth Dole Grant
Howard and Elizabeth Dole
Taylor Dontje
Rick and Sandy Doornbos
William and Sandra Doyle
David Dunn and
Jennifer Thie

THANK YOU!

William Dvorak and Gela
Boebel

Caryn Edwards

Doug and Judy Ettema

James and Deborah
Fellowes

Fenn Charitable Fund

William and Glynis Fenn

Jack and Patricia Findlay

Steve and Sallie Foley

Pamela Ford

Karen Franseen

Laura Franseen

Lisa Franseen

Matthew and Terri Franzen

David and Marian
Geohegan

Thomas Gilbert and Marsha
Smith

Give Lively Foundation Inc.

David and Virginia Griffis

Jack and Bonnie Harrington

Marilyn Herget

Herrington-Fitch Family
Foundation

Steve Hill

John and Jean Hoffner

Marne and Joann Homberg



Patrick and Stephanie
Howell

Steven Huder

Craig and Ginger Hupp

Gerald and Barbara Hurtig

Kathryn Hutson

J.P. Lambert Fund

Virginia Jefferds

Susan Jeffery

Kathren Johanson

Griffith and lvanka Jordan

Susan Judson

Joe Kaplan and Christine
Williams

Kirby and Nancy Keller

Ron and Bonnie Kershner

Richard and Janet Knopf

Tim and Lynne Kohr

Kenneth Kubitschek

Douglas Kulwicki and Mary
Elarton

Tim and Jeanne Lee

Craig and Dianne LeMieux

Rick and Sandy Leweke

Michael and Sandra
Lininger

Barbara Lockrey

Robert Logee

Joe and Norma Mariage

Catherine Marshall

David and Nicole Martin

Lucy McArtor

Nancy McCoy

Lillian McLachlan

Robert and Karen Medsger

Nancy Meleski

Ann Melfi

Duane and Jill Meyer

Alice Miller

Ronald and Patricia Miller

William and Kathryn
Moeller

James and Janet
Montgomery Jr.

Katherine Mueller

Dave and Jean Muntz

Roberta Mylan

Andrew and Patricia
Narwold

Meg Narwold

Norm and Ann
Neuenschwander

Robert Nissly

Patrick and Linda O’Leary

James and Heidi O’Neil

Kevin and Deb Osterfeld

Paige Osterfeld

Linda Oxford*

Paradise Properties

Amy Paul

Patricia Pellett

Gary and Lyn Petty

Stephanie Pfeiffer

Steve Pier

Nancy Podurgiel

F. Verne Powell

George and Nancy Powell

Steven and Susan
Rabinovitz

Jerry and Connie Rehage

Lawrence Richmond and
Kathryn Ostien

Jack and Merrellen
Robinson

Michael and Sharon Root

John S. Ross, Jr.

Keith Ross and Louise
Doud

Tom and Vicky Ross

William E. Ross

Al and Lynn Rowley

Daniel and Eileen
Sajkowski

Claire Scheibner

Theresa Schurman

Max and Ann Schwandt

Paula Shuler and Joel
Schaap

Sollenberger Charitable
Fund

Ray and Jennifer Spurlock

Carol Steiner

Geoffrey and Shoshanah
Sternlieb

Judith Strickland

Strike Family Trust

Sandra Stump

Suszan Family Foundation

Jerry and Margaret Swenor

Kimberly Sylvester

Emilee Syrewicze

James Templin, Jr.

The Bruce and Nancy
Brown Family Charitable
Foundation*

The Harry A. and Margaret
D. Towsley Foundation*

Edward Theisen

Brad Thie

Ron Thie

Scott Thompson

Nan Twiss

THANK YOU!

Norm and Christine
VanWormer

David Vercammen

Thomas N. and Kathleen
Volle*

Wendy Wagner

Kent and Suzanne Walker

Judith Ward, Jill and John
Ruby, Julie and Rob
Tellee

Nancy Warnke

Kevin and Kathy Watrous

Nicole Webb

Paul and Beverly Wehr

Cynthia Wicker

Ronald and Susan Wilkie

William and Dorothy
O’Donnell Family Fund

Erik and Marcia Wright

Maureen Yahrmatter

Barbara Young

*Capacity Fund Donor

conservetorch.org
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Giving in
Different Ways

Honorarium Recipient
Gifts were made in honor of the
names shown in bold.

William and Mary Ann Beird
Jeff and Anna Beird

Patti and David Causemaker
Barbara Young

Peg Comfort

Pamela Ford

Thomas Gilbert and Marsha Smith
John and Jean Hoffner

Gary and Lyn Petty

Emilee Syrewicze

Peg Comfort and Barb Lockrey
Robert Nissly

Pat and Sue Kelly

Sandra Stump

Theresa Schurman

Craig and Dianne LeMieux

Memorial Recipient
Gifts were made in memory of the
names shown in bold.

Barb Beaupre and Rudy Schuler
Paul and April Beaupre

Justin Beutel

Theresa Schurman

Lynn T. Collins

Kathleen Babb

Gwen and Bill Cox

William and Glynis Fenn

Robert S. and Francelia Whitfield

Davis

Chris and Teresa Davis

James Edwards

Caryn Edwards

Robert K. Edwards

Dr. and Mrs. Edward Bartley Il
Taylor Dontje

Gerald and Barbara Hurtig
Tim and Jeanne Lee

Jack and Merrellen Robinson
Al and Lynn Rowley

Judith Ward, Jill and John Ruby,
Julie and Rob Tellee

Leonard Franseen

Karen Franseen

Meredith Grider

Thomas and Margaret Comfort
Andrew and Patricia Narwold
Ray and Jennifer Spurlock
Carl Hartmann

Thomas and Margaret Comfort
Bob and Sue Hoover

Marne and Joann Homberg
Norman and Ruth Jeffery
Susan Jeffery

Charles Melfi

Stephen and Lisa Bain

Jane Nelson

Thomas and Margaret Comfort
Don Q. Smith

Kirby and Nancy Keller

THANK YOU!

Richard Thie

Laura Cosenza

David Dunn and Jennifer Thie
Steve and Sallie Foley
Marilyn Herget

Steve HillSteven Huder
Robert Nissly

Jerry and Margaret Swenor
Brad Thie

Ron Thie

Norm and Christine VanWormer
Kevin and Kathy Watrous
Betty Jane ‘B.J.” Wills

Gary and Sally Betz

Virginia Jefferds

Andrew and Patricia Narwold
Linda Oxford



The best way to show your love of the Torch Lake
Watershed is by supporting stewardship through
the Torch Conservation Center.

Be a part of the solution by getting in touch through:
conservetorch.org/contact

Theresa Schurman, Executive Director
execdir@conservetorch.org 989.860.4283

Or stop by the True Blue Gallery:
9046 Helena Road, Alden, MI 49612




P.O. Box 1142

BLUE BeIIaire, MI 49615
TORCH contact@conservetorch.org

TORCH CONSERVATION CENTER www.conservetorch.org




